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Summary



The threat of action designed to influence the 
government or an international governmental 
organization or to intimidate the public or a 
section of the public to advance a political, 
religious, racial, or ideological cause. For the 

purposes of this travel assistance plan, a political 
threat is extended to mean civil threats caused 
by riots, strikes, or civil commotion.

• Sri Lanka: Anti-Government Protests
• Tanzania: Masaai Herders Eviction Protests
• Israel: Shiren Abu Akleh Murder Protests

• France: Football fans clashes
• USA: Roe v. Wade Protests
• Ecuador: Anti-Government Protests
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Terrorism means an act, including but not limited 
to the use of force or violence and/or the threat 
thereof, any person or group(s) of persons, 
whether acting alone or on behalf of or in 
connection with any organization(s) or 

government(s), committed for political, religious, 
ideological or similar purposes, including the 
intention to influence any government and/or to 
put the public, or any section of the public, in 
fear. 

Terrorism / Conflict

• Afghanistan: Mosque Bombing
• Burkina Faso: Insurgency
• Mali: Rebel Insurgency

• Ukraine: Russia-Ukraine Conflict
• DUSC: No conflict or acts of terrorism reported
• Colombia: Rebel insurgency
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Any event or force of nature that has 
catastrophic consequences and causes damage 
or the potential to cause a crisis to a CAP 
customer. This includes an avalanche, landslide, 
earthquake, flood, forest or bush fire, cyclone, 

hurricane, tornado, tsunami, volcanic eruption, 
or other similar natural events that give rise to a 
crisis if noted and agreed by FocusPoint. 

Natural Disasters   

• Afghanistan: Wildfires
• South Africa:  Floods
• Algeria: Wild fires

• Russia: Wild Fires
• USA: Tornado
• Brazil: Floods
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Civil Unrest
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In March 2022, a series of ongoing mass protests 
began against the government and President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in Sri Lanka. Rajapaksa's 
government has been criticized for its 
mismanagement of the economy and the 
subsequent economic crisis that has resulted in 
severe inflation, daily blackouts, and a shortage 
of fuel and other essential items. Daily 
anti-government protests continued to take 
place across the country, and the previously 
attacked government buildings remained 
occupied by the public.

Protesters targeted members of the Rajapaksa 
family and government politicians. The 
government responded heavy-handedly by 
declaring a state of emergency, encouraging the 
military to arbitrarily arrest civilians, restricting 
social media access, imposing curfews, and 
assaulting protesters, journalists, and online 
activists. 

On April 3, several cabinet ministers resigned, 
except for Prime Minister Mahindra Rajapaksa. 
After critics alleged that the resignations were 
invalid as they did not follow the constitutional 
protocol, the ministers who ""resigned"" were 
reinstated in different ministries and positions 
the next day. Chief Johnston Ferdinando insisted 
that President Gotabaya Rajapaksa would not 
resign under any circumstances. 

The situation worsened on May 9 when pro and 
anti-government protesters clashed in 
Colombo's Temple Trees and Galle Face Green, 
leaving at least five people, including a lawmaker, 
dead and 180 others injured. As the pressure 
mounted, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa 
sent his resignation to the President as he was 
hastily evacuated from his home when 
thousands of protesters broke through the gate. 
The protestors have since occupied the official 
residences of the President and the Prime 
Minister. The opposition United National Party 
(UNP) leader Ranil Wickremesinghe was 
appointed as the country's new prime minister 
though his position remains tenuous.

Protesters continued to occupy the President's 
residence as they asked for his resignation, 
causing President Rajapaksa to flee the country 
to the capital of the Maldives, Male, where he 
agreed to resign amid unrest. The Rajapaksa's 
resignation marks an ignominious change in 
fortune for a family that has been Sri Lanka's 
most powerful household for years.

Travelers should anticipate significant 
disruptions to travel and essential services, 
including utilities and delivery services, across 
the country in the near-to medium-term.

In March 2022, a series of ongoing mass protests 
began against the government and President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in Sri Lanka. Rajapaksa's 
government has been criticized for its 
mismanagement of the economy and the 
subsequent economic crisis that has resulted in 
severe inflation, daily blackouts, and a shortage 
of fuel and other essential items. Daily 
anti-government protests continued to take 
place across the country, and the previously 
attacked government buildings remained 
occupied by the public.

Protesters targeted members of the Rajapaksa 
family and government politicians. The 
government responded heavy-handedly by 
declaring a state of emergency, encouraging the 
military to arbitrarily arrest civilians, restricting 
social media access, imposing curfews, and 
assaulting protesters, journalists, and online 
activists. 

On April 3, several cabinet ministers resigned, 
except for Prime Minister Mahindra Rajapaksa. 
After critics alleged that the resignations were 
invalid as they did not follow the constitutional 
protocol, the ministers who ""resigned"" were 
reinstated in different ministries and positions 
the next day. Chief Johnston Ferdinando insisted 
that President Gotabaya Rajapaksa would not 
resign under any circumstances. 

The situation worsened on May 9 when pro and 
anti-government protesters clashed in 
Colombo's Temple Trees and Galle Face Green, 
leaving at least five people, including a lawmaker, 
dead and 180 others injured. As the pressure 
mounted, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa 
sent his resignation to the President as he was 
hastily evacuated from his home when 
thousands of protesters broke through the gate. 
The protestors have since occupied the official 
residences of the President and the Prime 
Minister. The opposition United National Party 
(UNP) leader Ranil Wickremesinghe was 
appointed as the country's new prime minister 
though his position remains tenuous.

Protesters continued to occupy the President's 
residence as they asked for his resignation, 
causing President Rajapaksa to flee the country 
to the capital of the Maldives, Male, where he 
agreed to resign amid unrest. The Rajapaksa's 
resignation marks an ignominious change in 
fortune for a family that has been Sri Lanka's 
most powerful household for years.

Travelers should anticipate significant 
disruptions to travel and essential services, 
including utilities and delivery services, across 
the country in the near-to medium-term.
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In Loliondo, Arusha region, police opened fire on 
a crowd of demonstrators resulting in the deaths 
of at least three people and injuring at least 30 
others, with some still missing. The clash stems 
from news that the government would be 
evicting around 150,000 indigenous Maasai 
herders to erect a game reserve in the area. 
Tensions over the rights to the wildlife-rich 
territory have simmered for two decades 
between the Maasai, who are indigenous to the 
area, and the government, who have earmarked 
the site for a lucrative trophy hunting venture. 

The tension deteriorated into violence after 
security forces started demarcating land for the 
game reserve, much to the chagrin of the 
Maasai, who began protesting. The altercation 
resulted in police opening fire and releasing 
teargas as fifteen people were shot and thirteen 
others assaulted with weapons during the 
confrontation. The clashes continued in the 

following days as community members uprooted 
all the beacons that were installed and staged a 
sit-in. 

At least 700 Maasai villagers from Tanzania's 
Loliondo division of Ngorongoro have fled 
across the border to Kenya, seeking 
humanitarian and medical aid. The government 
has declared it will take legal action against 
persons interfering with the demarcation 
process and inciting hostility between the 
Maasai and security forces. Nineteen people 
have been arrested, including a lawyer and a 
man who filmed the shootings. 

The Ngorongoro Conservation Area is a famed 
site in East Africa and is home to the spectacular 
Ngorongoro Crater. This sheltered volcanic area 
provides a wildlife haven and is the centerpiece 
of the surrounding UNESCO World Heritage 
Site that abuts the Serengeti National Park.
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Journalist Shireen Abu Akleh was killed on May 
11 while working in the Palestinian refugee 
camp in the city of Jenin. She was working 
alongside a group of journalists while covering 
the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) operations 
against Palestinian gunmen operating in the 
town when she suffered a fatal shot to the head. 
Abu Akleh was a dual American and Palestinian 
citizen and had been reporting on 
Israeli-Palestinian affairs for over 20 years. Who 
killed Abu Akleh is not definitively known, but 
investigations by the U.S. and the U.N. have 
concluded that the IDF fired the shot that killed 
her. Israel has stated that the bullet may have 
come from IDF forces but has cleared the IDF of 
wrongdoing in an internal investigation. 

Shireen Abu Akleh's death sparked outrage in 
Palestine that would spread to many countries. 
Protests erupted worldwide in solidarity, with 
Palestinian authorities calling for international 
censure against Israel and submitting her killing 
to the International Criminal Court (ICC). The 
situation was exacerbated by Israeli police 
activity at the funeral procession for Shireen 
Abu Akleh, which saw the police attack the 
crowd and pallbearers, stoking further 
international outrage. Ultimately, the killing of 
Shireen Abu Akleh is another grim chapter in the 
history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, a 
conflict that shows no signs of ending.
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On May 28, chaos and violence erupted outside 
the Stade de France after the UEFA Champion's 
League final match between Liverpool and Real 
Madrid. Fans of both teams came under attack 
from large groups of people as they were exiting 
the stadium. Reports from fans caught in the 
clashes indicate that they were attacked by the 
police and civilian gangs looking to cause 
physical harm and steal valuables. Fans had 
cellphones, wallets, watches, and bags stolen, 
while the police response was generally to treat 
the fans as the perpetrators rather than the 
victims, firing teargas and hitting people with 
riot batons. Sources indicate that these clashes 
were the culmination of a poorly planned and 
executed strategy by French officials, which 
began with long delays, massive crowds, fake 

tickets, as well as failures of the e-ticket system. 

The attacks speak to larger issues in Paris; 
tensions are high due problems of law and order, 
policing, and immigration. Political division in 
France has been a major source of anger 
amongst the working class. President Emmanuel 
Macron has been heavily criticized for his 
inability to handle these issues, and while 
securing re-election, his party suffered a serious 
defeat in the parliamentary elections, losing 
their majority. President Macron will need to 
tackle the breakdown of law and order that 
enabled the attacks outside the Stade de France 
if he is to prevent another international 
humiliation of this nature.

France
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On June 25, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court 
issued its decision concerning Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women's Health Organization. With Roe v. 
Wade overturned, the landmark decision that 
had stood for 50 years-legalizing abortion across 
the U.S., holding that there is no longer a federal 
constitutional right to an abortion. The impact of 
this ruling that struck down the legal precedent 
was felt immediately, with at least ten states 
effectively banning abortion and another five 
states moving to enact trigger laws limiting 
abortion. This ruling allows 26 states to 
immediately begin setting their abortion policies, 
leaving people with varying levels of access. 

Massive Supreme court protests erupted after 
the ruling as activists on both sides of the debate 
rallied in jubilation or devastation. With 
emotions running high, the abortion-rights 
activists vowed to cause massive disruptions. 

The abortion opponents, wearing red shirts with 
white letters reading Pro-life, were excited and 
ecstatic. The demonstrations were largely 
peaceful, and a few arrests were reported. In 
New York, at least 20 people were arrested and 
taken into custody with charges pending. In 
Washington DC, two people were arrested after 
throwing paint over the fence at the Supreme 
court. A few other minor acts of vandalism were 
reported.

The supreme court is now facing challenges 
from scientific researchers who produced an 
overwhelming body of 50 years of research and 
evidence for reproductive and public health. 
Stating that the study was not considered when 
passing the ruling and that the U.S. Supreme 
court was wrong to disregard evidence on the 
harm of banning abortion.

United States
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On June 13, a series of protests began against 
President Guillermo Lasso's economic policies 
that resulted in increasing food and fuel prices, 
rising inflation, and high unemployment. The 
demonstrations were initiated and attended by 
the Indigenous organization CONAIE but soon 
grew to include students and workers who were 
also affected by the rising costs of commodities. 
The protests began with peaceful roadblocks, 
but levels of violence soon escalated in parts of 
the country, including the capital, Quito, 
prompting President Lasso to condemn the 
protests and declare a state of emergency as he 
branded the demonstrations as an attempt to 
unseat his government. A curb of information 
about the protests on social media was placed. 
Protestors began blocking roads and entry 
points into the capital Quito and other cities 
such as Riobamba, Tulcan, Ambato, and Cuenca. 

As the protests descended into violence, the 
police were authorized to respond with a 
heavy-handed approach. Following the death of 
one protester, officials announced that at least 
18 police officers went missing and an additional 
six others were injured after anti-government 
protesters set fire to a police station and bank in 
Puyo, Pastaza, on June 21. Clashes with security 
forces during the demonstrations have left at 
least 43 people injured, and 37 have been 
arrested. Schools across the country stopped 
in-person classes and shifted to virtual classes 
due to the unrest.

Talks between the government and the 
indigenous organization leaders to de-escalate 
tensions have been unsuccessful. Indigenous 
leaders are calling on the government to 
eliminate the state of emergency decree and 
remove military and police presence from the 
streets. The government is hesitant as this move 
would leave the capital defenseless. 

President Lasso's government will continue to 
face the problems that hampered Moreno's 

administration, such as widespread 
unemployment, rising inflation, insecurity, and 
food shortages. The situation is evolving, and 
one must remain vigilant and monitor local 
media.
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On April 29, a suicide bomber targeted the 
Khalifa Mosque in the Afghan capital, Kabul, 
killing more than 60 people and wounding 
dozens. The attack was another in a series of 
terrorist attacks against civilians during 
Ramadan, which targeted both Sunni and Shia 
mosques and worshippers. The attacks have 
been perpetrated by terrorist groups linked to 
Islamic State (IS), contrary to statements by 

Taliban leaders claiming to have eliminated the 
group’s presence in the country. Foreign reports 
suggest that IS has not been eradicated in 
Afghanistan and that there is a real possibility 
that the group will rebuild its military insurgency. 
This threatens the Taliban’s hold over 
Afghanistan, which is already under pressure 
from the international community over human 
rights concerns. 
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On June 11, unknown shooters attacked the 
town of Seytenga in Seno Province, killing at 
least 86 people. This number is likely much 
higher, as authorities suspect some of the 
victims may have been moved or buried. Seno 
province is gripped by armed conflict between 
al-Qaeda and ISIL-affiliated rebel groups. The 
attackers' identity is unknown; however, the 
attack is thought to be revenge for an ongoing 

military operation against the jihadist groups in 
the region. The attack displaced approximately 
3000 people, primarily children. This latest 
attack brought the area's death toll to over 300 
over the last few months as hostilities in the 
region flared up. Attacks of this nature have 
occurred intermittently in the region since 2015, 
with thousands killed and millions displaced.
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Authorities report that 132 people were killed as 
armed groups attacked Mali’s central Mopti 
region villages. Civilians have been targeted by 
suspected armed rebels active in the region. The 
Katiba Macina armed group assaulted at least 
three villages in the rural commune of Bankass, 
in the Mopti region, with killings taking place in 
Diallassagou, Daiweli, and Dessagou. In recent 

months, Mali and the central Sahel region have 
faced a series of civilian massacres at the hands 
of armed groups. Groups linked to al-Qaeda and 
ISIS have terrorized the area, attacked civilians, 
and instigated security and humanitarian crisis. 
The UN is engaged in peacekeeping efforts in 
the region but has also been the target of armed 
groups, suffering several casualties.
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19Ukraine
As the Russian invasion of Ukraine progresses, 
Russia continues attacking Ukraine across 
multiple fronts. However, the focus has shifted 
to the eastern territories of Ukraine, as Russian 
forces advance in the east Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, with the city of Severodonetsk 
becoming the main objective in the Russian 
attempt to seize the Donbas. The city has been 
under near-constant attack since the war began. 
The redeployment of Russian forces after the 
failed advance on Kyiv has made significant 
inroads into the city. 

Russian forces have destroyed the bridges 
connecting Severodonetsk to the rest of 
Ukraine. This has effectively cut the city off and 
left the remaining defenders trapped and 
surrounded while simultaneously cutting off the 
evacuation routes for civilians. If the city falls, 
along with the neighboring city of Lysychansk, 
Russian forces will have complete control of the 
Luhansk region. 

Ukrainian forces are gradually losing ground in 
the area as Russian troops advance with superior 
numbers and firepower. Ukrainian sources 
indicate that the country is suffering more than 

100 causalities per day. There have also been 
reports from Ukrainian authorities that the 
Ukrainian army is suffering a shortage of 
ammunition as it awaits shipments from foreign 
countries. The need is most pronounced in the 
Mykolaiv region in the south of Ukraine. 

Ukraine has had some success as they regained 
control over Snake Island, which Russian troops 
occupied in February. The strategic outpost in 
the Black Sea was retaken after heavy 
bombardment from Ukrainian forces. It was the 
setting for the famous refusal of surrender by 
Ukrainian soldiers to the Russian Warship 
Moskva. Moscow has said the retreat from 
Snake Island was a ""goodwill gesture"" in 
support of a humanitarian corridor to aid 
Ukraine's grain exports.  

Russian authorities have begun issuing passports 
in the occupied cities of Kherson and Melitopol. 
In the past, Russia issued passports in disputed 
territories, such as Crimea and the 
separatist-held areas in the Donetsk region. 
Russia has often used these 'citizens' as a pretext 
for hostile actions in neighboring countries.
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Conflict and violence in Colombia are fuelled by 
drug trafficking and confrontation among a 
complex constellation of actors. The front 
runners are the FARC dissidents and the 
National Liberation Army (ELN) guerrillas, turned 
into drug cartels. 

Violence targeting civilians was on the rise in the 
months leading up to the country's legislative 
and presidential elections in May 2022 at the 
hands of ELN guerrillas, FARC dissidents, and 
other paramilitary successor groups. 
Unidentified perpetrators killed at least five 
social workers during attacks in four 
municipalities. Political violence mainly affects 
social leaders in Colombia, with armed groups 

often targeting them due to their role in curbing 
criminal and violent activities. Political 
candidates and incumbent officials have also 
been targeted. 

On June 13, Mayimbu, the leader of the FARC 
dissident group, the Jaime Martinez front, was 
killed during clashes with security forces in the 
Suarez municipality in the Cauca department. In 
the aftermath of his death, FARC dissidents 
bombed vehicles in the Suarez and Corinto 
municipalities, leading to further clashes with 
state forces. Instability in Venezuela, with whom 
Colombia shares a porous border, further 
complicates the conflict's outlook.
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A 5.9 magnitude earthquake struck in Spera 
District in the Khost province in southeastern 
Afghanistan on June 22, killing around 1400 
people, injuring more than 2000 others, and 
damaging more than 4500 houses across the 
Paktika and Khost provinces. The earthquake is 
considered the deadliest earthquake to have hit 
Afghanistan since 1998. The Districts of Giyan, 
Barmal, and Ziruk in Paktika Province, as well as 
Spera in the Khost province, were the most 
affected by the earthquake; this is due to the 

shallow hypocenter being located underneath 
these densely populated areas. The areas 
affected are also prone to landslides and poor, 
non-earthquake-resistant infrastructure. On 
June 24, a 4.3 magnitude aftershock also hit the 
affected area, injuring an additional 11 people 
and killing at least five more people. On June 27, 
the Humanitarian Coordinator launched an 
emergency appeal for $110 million to help the 
hardest-hit communities recover. Recovery 
efforts are still ongoing. 
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From April 11 - April 13, KwaZulu-Natal was 
severely impacted by floods. A state of disaster 
was declared on April 18, 2022, due to the 
severity of the floods. The floods and mudslides 
caused significant damage to infrastructure (i.e., 
water and electricity supplies, bridges, roads, 
etc.) across KwaZulu-Natal province. The storm 
that took place on April 11 resulted in 
approximately 300mm of rain in just over 24 
hours. The storm was the most lethal to hit 

South Africa in recent history and exceeded 
previous  records. These include the 1987 
Durban floods, which recorded an average of 
2225mm rainfall in 24 hours and killed at least 
500 people, and the 2019 floods, which 
recorded 165mm rainfall in 24 hours and killed 
as many as 80 people. Forty thousand people 
were displaced, over 12000 houses were 
destroyed, and at least 433 people died because 
of the 2022 floods. 
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Two people were killed, and 23 others suffered 
burns and respiratory discomfort in fires that 
spread over 150 hectares (370 acres) in the 
Douar Cheriguet and Sept Virages areas of 
forest in Hammam Guergour, Setif province, on 
June 26. Firefighting operations took place with 
the assistance of the Civil Protection 
departments of Setif, the People’s National 

Army (ANP), and volunteering citizens. A Russian 
water bomber that was previously rented by 
Algeria's authorities was also utilized to help 
extinguish the fires.  The operations units spent 
the night in the affected area fighting the flames, 
which had spread because of strong winds and 
high temperatures. 
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Deadly wildfires occurred throughout Siberia, 
Russia, in early May. At least 14 people were 
killed, and over 450 houses burned down across 
Kemerovo, Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk Krai, and
Omsk oblasts.  Sharypovsky, Kazachinsky, and 
Bogotolsky in Krasnoyarsk Krai, Bratsk, and 
Taishet in Irkutsk oblast, the district of 
Tyazhinsky in Kemerovo oblast, and the district 
of Nazyvaevsky in the Omsk oblast were 
particularly affected by the wildfires. Thousands 

of people across the region were left without 
power, and a state of emergency was declared. 
High winds hampered efforts to extinguish the 
fires in their initial phases, and Russia had fewer 
military personnel than usual to help firefighters 
due to the war in Ukraine. The  wildfires have 
become more intense and more common across 
Siberia due to unusually high temperatures 
driven by climate change.  
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27United States
Multiple thunderstorms were tracked across 
northern Michigan on May 20, including a 
supercell thunderstorm that produced an EF3 
tornado that hit Gaylord, Michigan. Large 
hailstorms were documented throughout the 
region, and Posen experienced baseball-sized 
hail. Gaylord’s infrastructure was considerably 
damaged, areas were left without power, 
multiple roads were impassable, at least one 

person was killed, and 44 others were injured. 
Estimated wind speeds reached up to 150mph. 
The tornado touched down just a few miles 
south of Elmira, Michigan, where it moved 
towards Gaylord as it was strengthening. 
Authorities declared a state of emergency and 
imposed a curfew on May 21, lasting until 8:00 
local time. 
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More than 40 municipalities across the 
Pernambuco, Alagoas, and Paraiba states were 
affected by heavy rainfall that caused severe 
floods and mudslides from May 23 to June 2. 
This is the second-worst disaster to hit 
Pernambuco since the May 1996 floods, which 
affected the Capibaribe River, and the worst of 
the century thus far. Recife, Jaboatao, and 
Camaragibe were hit the hardest, with a state of 
emergency being declared in 24 cities, including 
Jequia da Praia, Coqueiro Seco, and Lagao da 

Canoa. Almost eight inches of rain was recorded 
in Recife and the coastal town of Olinda. In some 
southern areas, there were approximately ten 
inches of rainfall. At least 100 people died, and 
tens of thousands were displaced. 

This is Brazil's fourth significant flooding incident 
in the last six months. According to Reuters, it 
also comes at a time when scientists begin to 
question if peculiar rain cycles in Brazil are the 
result of climate change.
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